






The Trails description & 5 night at Companhia das Culturas & Casas do Palheiro Velho: 
 
- 5 nights accommodation for 2 
- Half board 
- GPS data and Maps for pedestrians and cyclists 
- Use of the Hamam followed by an exfoliation for 2 
- Salt water pool 
- Luggage transfer between ecoturisms 
 
Optional: 
- Bike rental 
- Yoga classes 
- Massages 
- Transfer from and to the airport 
- Hiking and/or cyclist guide 
 
 
Circular Path Dry Orchard, Dunes, Pine forest & Salt marshes: 
 
This trail proposes an immersion in the 5 dominant ecosystems of the Algarve: 
Hills, Dry Orchards, Pine forest, Dunes and Salt marshes. 
It is a 24 km route that starts at the Companhia das Culturas at 1.5 km far from the eastern end of the Ecovia do Litoral. It’s 
8 km of pine forest, broom, lily and macela and a vast panoply of other endogenous plants, including 2 km of the sea front 
of Monte Gordo, a fishing and bathing village. 
 
Arriving at the mouth of the Guadiana River we propose a stop at the riverside restaurant Dom Petisco, well known for the 
fish grill from the coast. 
Walking along the edge of Vila Real de Santo António [an Illuminist Heritage] near the port, begins Rota do Guadiana 
[Guadiana Route]. At km 3, you will reach the Carrasqueira steamer. Here turn left at the Castro Marim Nature Reserve. 
Throughout the 5.5 km of this part of the Reserve, you are in one of the most extraordinary places of ornithological 
observation, that articulates with the traditional agriculture, cattle and salt marshes. 
Arriving to the road N125-6 you are are at 3 km far from Companhia das Culturas. 



 
For the remaining days we propose the discovery of the dry orchard, where Companhia das Culturas and Lagoa Velha – 
another  property belonging to this complex – are inscribed. 
 
 
Linear Path Companhia das Culturas – Casas do Palheiro Velho: 
 
A path of around 18 km, beginning in the Dry orchard we go back to Rota do Guadiana [Guadiana Route] crossing the 
Natural Reserve that hosts a diversified ecosystem, until we reach the village of Castro Marim founded by the Phoenicians, 
and that the small museum – located in the Castle – so well shows. From here we are already in the schist lands of Serra do 
Caldeirão, where gum rockrose, rosemary, thyme, among other endogenous plants predominate and are the basis for the 
production of the most intense essential oils. 
With a landscape of little human occupation, the small farms appear in the lowlands [ small gardens next to the water fonts ] 
and, above, almond, fig and olive trees. 
 
 
Circular Path Ribeira do Beliche 
 
This route is around 19 km. It begins with a descent of 6 km to Ribeira do Beliche, in a zone of alluviums with orchards, 
vegetable gardens and herds until the mouth of the Guadiana river. Along 10 km, on the river bank, the old tax guards' 
houses arise, which once controlled the smuggling of coffee, olive oil and almonds between the two sides of the border. 
Small artisanal fishing vessels and the houses which gives them support show a small and consequent activity, combining 
fishing with the garden and the dry and irrigated orchards. The path goes then up to the village of Azinhal - 5 km - for a 
mandatory stop at the pastry A Prova with the regional sweets of almond, carob, fig and eggs. From here the road descends 
to cross again Ribeira do Beliche reaching again Casas do Palheiro Velho. 
 
Prices in https://www.secure-hotel-booking.com/smart/Companhia-das-Culturas/2DSP/en/ 
 


